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CORONAVIRUS 


More of S.A. is shutting down 


VIA is looking 
at reducing its 
number of trips 


By Bruce Selcraig 
STAFF WRITER 


VIA Metropolitan Transit’s 
ridership is down sharply amid 
the coronavirus crisis, and the 
agency is considering a compa- 
rable reduction in daily bus runs 
to protect drivers’ health. 

Bus drivers across the coun- 
try, especially those under 
union contracts, have said they 
are dangerously exposed on the 
front lines of the viral pandemic 
and should be afforded greater 
protection, including a reduc- 
tion in work hours and prompt 
virus testing when available. 

Juan Amaya, president of the 
Amalgamated Transit Union Lo- 
cal 694 in San Antonio, said he 
has had discussions with VIA 
management and is expecting 
an agreement in which the city’s 
buses would go on a reduced 
Saturday schedule for six out of 
seven days, leaving Sunday un- 
changed. 

That would cut the system’s 
approximately 780 daily runs on 
96 routes to about 520, he said, 
and would require reducing the 
hours of many drivers. 

“We want to keep them all on 
full pay, though,” Amaya said. 
“We don’t think it’s our fault. 
This crisis was dropped on all of 
us.” 

He said VIA drivers work un- 
der a union contract guarantee- 
ing them 80 hours of pay over a 
two-week period. 

A VIA spokeswoman said a re- 
duction in service “is not immi- 
nent,” though VIA CEO Jeff 
Arndt suggested earlier this 
week that a decision was coming 
“very soon.” 

The spokeswoman said VIA 
“is continuing our discussion 
about how to keep employees 
whole if they are impacted by 

VIA continues on A6 
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A person goes through the second coronavirus testing location in Bexar County. It was opened at 


Freeman Coliseum. 


Along with the 
actions that he 
has taken, 
Mayor Ron 
Nirenberg also 
is urging people 
to stay at home 
after 10 p.m. 
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Coronavirus 
at a glance 


210,247 


Confirmed cases worldwide 


0,786 


Confirmed cases in U.S. 
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Confirmed cases in Texas 


3,784 


Deaths worldwide 


T18 


Deaths in U.S. 
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Deaths in Texas 
123 evacuees now at Lackland 
Source: WHO, CDC 


‘Wartime president’ rolls out 1950 authority 


By Tim Sullivan 
and David Rising 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MINNEAPOLIS -— President 
Donald Trump invoked emergen- 
cy authority Wednesday to mar- 
shal industry to fight the corona- 
virus. 

Meanwhile, the economic fall- 
out from the crisis mounted, with 
word that nearly the entire U.S. 
auto industry is shutting down its 


North American factories to pro- 
tect workers. 

On a day of head-spinning de- 
velopments: 

e Stocks tumbled again on Wall 
Street on fears of a prolonged re- 
cession, falling so fast they trig- 
gered another automatic trading 
halt. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age shed more than 1,300 points, 
or over 6 percent, and now has 
lost nearly all of the big gains it 


had posted since Trump’s inaugu- 
ration. 

e More borders slammed shut 
across Europe and North Ameri- 
ca, with the U.S. and Canada clos- 
ing their boundary to all but es- 
sential travel, and Trump saying 
he plans to assert extraordinary 
powers to immediately turn back 
to Mexico anyone who crosses 
over the southern border illegally. 

eThe White House pressed 
Congress to swiftly pass a poten- 


tially $1 trillion rescue package to 
prop up the economy and speed 
relief checks to Americans in a 
matter of weeks. 

Calling himself a “wartime 
president,’ Trump invoked the 
Defense Production Act of 1950 to 
steer industrial output and over- 
come shortages of face masks, 
ventilators and other supplies as 
hospitals brace for an expected 
onslaught of cases. 

Authority continues on A7 


$104 billion relief package means that 


WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON - Free co- 
ronavirus testing is coming 
to Texas, along with a big 
boost in Medicaid funding, 
unemployment insurance 
for those without work dur- 
ing the pandemic and paid 
sick leave for up to 3 million 
people. 

A $104 billion relief pack- 
age aimed at curbing the 
spread of the virus and 
slowing its havoc on the 
economy cleared the Sen- 
ate on Wednesday on a 90-8 
vote after passing the House 
of Representatives over the 
weekend. 

Both Texas senators and 
all but six members of Con- 
gress from Texas — all Re- 
publicans — voted for the 
measure, which was the re- 
sult of lengthy negotiations 
between House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and the White 
House. 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell leaves 
during a break in votes on the relief bill. 


While lawmakers say the 
aidis urgently needed — and 
has been for days as it ling- 
eredin Congress — they also 
agree it doesn't go nearly far 
enough, with many point- 
ing to the paid sick leave 
provision that omits much 
of the workforce, among 
other things. 


Lawmakers now are 


crafting an economic stimu- 
lus package that could cost 
up to $ trillion. 

The Trump administra- 
tion and many in Congress 
are calling for it to include a 
stipend from the federal 
government paid directly to 
some Americans. 

“Ithink we already are on 
a war footing, and we’ve got 
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Cornyn said. “I just think 
this is an extraordinary 
emergency, and we ought 
to consider everything that 
would solve the problem, 
including things I wouldn't 
ordinarily agree to doing.” 

The bill that passed Con- 
gress on Wednesday ex- 
pands family leave, pro- 
vides meals for the elderly 
and children, waives work- 
search requirements for un- 
employment benefits and 
more. 

It also increases the fed- 
eral matching rate for Med- 
icaid, which could send an 
extra $2.5 billion to Texas 
alone, if left in place 
through the end of the year, 
according to estimates by 
the left-leaning Center on 
Budget and Policy Priori- 
ties. 

It offers free COVID-19 
testing for all Americans, 
though testing remains un- 

Relief continues on A6 
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Mayor closes 
eateries, bars, 
other sites 


By Lauren Caruba 
and Joshua Fechter 
STAFF WRITERS 


As the number of coronavirus 
cases in San Antonio more than 
doubled to 25 on Wednesday 
night, Mayor Ron Nirenberg or- 
dered bars and restaurants to 
close to further reduce the 
spread of the illness. 

Restaurants can continue op- 
erating drive-throughs and fill- 
ing take-out orders for curbside 
pickup or delivery under Niren- 
bergs fourth public health 
emergency declaration. 

Nightclubs, gyms, bowling al- 
leys, bingo parlors and theaters, 
among other businesses, also 
must close under the order. 

But essential businesses, 
such as grocery stores, gas sta- 
tions and pharmacies, will re- 
main open. 

The closure order — unprece- 
dented in recent memory — was 
to go into effect at 11:59 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

“It’s not going to be comfort- 
able,” Nirenberg said. “But it’s 
going to be necessary.” 

San Antonio was the last ma- 
jor Texas city to order some 
form of restriction on bars and 
restaurants in an effort to com- 
bat COVID-19. As late as Tuesday, 
Nirenberg wasn’t ready to fol- 
low along. 

The mayor’s change in posi- 
tion coincided with a steep rise 
in the city’s cases from a day ear- 
lier, when {1 were confirmed. 

Thirteen of the cases remain 
under investigation by Metro 
Health to determine how the 
people were infected. It’s not yet 
clear if any of those resulted 
from “community spread,” or 
transmission from an unknown 
local source. 

The 12 other cases are related 
to travel out of state or interna- 
tionally or close contact with 
one of those travelers. 

University Health System said 
two more of its health care em- 
ployees had tested positive for 
the coronavirus, after announc- 
ing earlier this week that one of 
its doctors had the virus. 

A nurse and a resident physi- 
cian at University Hospital are in 
isolation at home. UHS said all 
three cases appear to be linked 
to travel. The hospital system is 
tracing the employees’ recent 
contacts to identify the poten- 
tial exposure of others. 

While hospital personnel had 

Closings continues on A6 
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3000mg - $99.90 
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2500mg - $89.95 


To order call 
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www.gamcbd.com 
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